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FUNDIMENTAL FIREARM SAFETY RULES  
1. ALWAYS treat all firearms as if they are loaded. 
2. ALWAYS keep the muzzle (the end of the barrel) pointed in a safe direction. 
3. ALWAYS keep your finger off the trigger and outside of the trigger guard until ready to fire. 
4. ALWAYS be aware of your surroundings especially what is in front and behind your target. 
5. ALWAYS take the time to learn the basic functions and safety features of the firearm. 
6. ALWAYS use proper eye and ear protection before entering the range and at all times while on the range. 
7. ALWAYS use the correct ammunition for your gun. 
8. ALWAYS unload and open the action when transferring a firearm from one person to another, or from 

moving in and out of storage. 
9. ALWAYS be courteous and respectful to others shooting on the range 
10. NEVER use alcohol or impairing drugs before or while shooting. 
 

ADDITIONAL RANGE RULE FOR SHOOTING AT INDEPENDENCE   
1. ABSOLUTELY NO LOADED FIREARM WILL BE ALLOWED TO ENTER OR EXIT THE FIRING RANGE 
FACILITY. All firearms not on the firing line must be unloaded with their action open and the magazine removed, 
or unloaded and encased. Exception: Sworn Law Enforcement or Concealed Carry Permit Holders whose 
weapons must remain holstered while not on the firing line. 
 

2. ALL FIREARMS AND AMMUNITION ARE SUBJECT TO INSPECTION.  All firearms must be complete in 
construction and in good working order.  Incendiary, tracer, armor piercing, frangible, birdshot, and black powder 
rounds ARE STRICTLY PROHIBITED. Remanufactured and self-reloaded ammunitions must be reloaded within 
safe recommended tolerances. 
 

3. COMMANDS issued by Range Officers and Range Personnel MUST BE OBEYED IMMEDIATELY and without 
question. The Range Officer will have FINAL word in ALL matters. If the Range Officer feels that you are unfit to 
use the range for ANY REASON, you will be denied access. 
 

4. THE RANGE IS ALWAYS CONSIDERED HOT unless declared otherwise. This means that firing may 
commence at any time at the firing line. 
5. When the command CEASE FIRE is given, or the Range Alarm sounds. 
a. Stop shooting IMMEDIATELY. 
b. Remove your finger from the trigger. 
c. Keep the gun pointed in a safe direction. 
d. Wait for further instructions from the Range Officer. 
e. Anyone on the range may issue a CEASE FIRE command upon a safety violation or emergency. 
 

6. AVOID CROWDING THE BOOTHS. Guests and observers should remain behind the blue line.  AVOID 
EXCHANGING FIREARMS FROM BOOTH-TO-BOOTH, but instead switch shooters, leaving the firearm pointed 
down range, unloaded, and actions locked open. 
 

7. Make sure the ANGLE OF YOUR SHOOTING is so that your round DOES NOT IMPACT the ceiling, floor or 
side walls.  Targets must be placed at eye level to ensure bullets hit the rubber berm. NO CROSS LANE 
SHOOTING.  Shooters at the Ranges Officer’s discretion will be held FINANCIALLY RESPOSIBLE for any 
damage they cause to the range and the equipment, regardless of intent. 
 

8. NO ONE other than IIS personnel MAY GO FORWARD OF THE FIRING LINE unless the IIS range staff gives 
specific permission. 
   
9. SHOOTERS MAY ONLY COLLECT THEIR OWN BRASS BEHIND the firing line. The fallen brass will be 
periodically pushed forward past the firing line to prevent falling hazards. ANY brass past the firing line CANNOT 
BE RETRIEVED. 
 

10. If you experience a FIREARM OR AMMUNITION MALFUNCTION of any type and you are unfamiliar with 
how to handle it, keep the firearm in the booth pointed down range with you finger off the trigger and notify a 
range officer immediately for help. Rounds that do not fire must remain chambered for 30 seconds then need to 
be collected and safely discarded by the range officer. 


